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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION   

 

__________________________________  

) 

) 

Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC  )  Docket No. CP16-9-000    

Maritimes and Northeast Pipeline, L.L.C. ) 

) 

__________________________________ ) 

 

 

MASSACHUSETTS ENERGY FACILITIES SITING BOARD  

MOTION TO INTERVENE 

 

Pursuant to Section 15 of the Natural Gas Act, 15 U.S.C. § 717N, and Rule 214 of the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's ("FERC") Rules and Regulations, 18 C.F.R. 385.214, 

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Energy Facilities Siting Board ("Massachusetts Siting 

Board"), files this Motion to Intervene in the above-captioned proceeding (“Motion”).  In 

support of its Motion, the Massachusetts Siting Board asserts as follows: 

1. Communications and correspondence with respect to this Motion should be addressed to: 

 

Robert J. Shea, Esq. 

Massachusetts Energy Facilities Siting Board 

One South Station 

Boston, Massachusetts 02110 

(617) 305-3514 

Robert.j.shea@state.ma.us 

 

2. The Massachusetts Siting Board is an independent board of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts located within the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities 

("MDPU").  The statutory directive of the Massachusetts Siting Board is to ensure "a 

reliable energy supply for the commonwealth with a minimum impact on the environment 

at the lowest possible cost."  M.G.L. c. 164, § 69H.  The Massachusetts Siting Board is 

chaired by the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs and the Board members 

include the Secretary of Housing and Economic Development, the Commissioner of the 

Department of Environmental Protection, the Commissioner of the Division of Energy 
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Resources, two commissioners from the MDPU and three public members.  The 

governmental officials on the Board may designate someone else under their supervision 

to act as their proxy on the Board.   

3. On October 22, 2015, Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC and Maritimes and Northeast 

Pipeline, L.L.C. (collectively, “Applicants”), acting pursuant to sections 7(b) and 7(c) of 

the Natural Gas Act, filed with FERC an Abbreviated Application for a Certificate of 

Public Convenience and Necessity and for Related Authorization with respect to the 

proposed Atlantic Bridge Project.  This Application was assigned Docket No. 

CP16-9-000.  Specifically, the Applicants request authorization to: (i) construct, install, 

own, operate and maintain approximately 6.3 miles of take-up and relay pipeline facilities 

and related facilities in New York and Connecticut; (ii) modify two existing compressor 

stations in Connecticut, uprate an existing compressor unit by removal of a software 

control in one existing compressor station in New York, and construct one new 

compressor station in Massachusetts, resulting in the addition of 26,500 horsepower 

(“hp”) of compression; (iii) modify five existing metering and regulating (“M&R”) 

stations and one existing regulator station, and construct one new M&R station; (iv) 

install related appurtenant facilities; and (iv) abandon certain existing facilities. 

4. As indicated above, the Massachusetts Siting Board is empowered to ensure a reliable 

energy supply for the Commonwealth with a minimum impact on the environment at the 

lowest possible cost.  M.G.L. c. 164, § 69H.  As part of its mandate, the Massachusetts 

Siting Board must approve, prior to construction, any jurisdictional facilities proposed by 

Massachusetts gas companies.  In the instance of an application by an interstate natural 

gas pipeline company, which is regulated by FERC pursuant to the Natural Gas Act, to 

construct new or modify existing facilities within the Commonwealth, the Massachusetts 

Siting Board is required by its own regulations "to preserve the rights of interested 

citizens of the Commonwealth by intervening in the FERC proceedings on said 

application."  980 Code of Massachusetts Regulations (“CMR”) § 7.07(9)(b).  

5. The Massachusetts Siting Board is required to hold public informational hearings in the 

municipality in which the proposed facilities would be located.  980 CMR § 7.07(9)(a).  

The interstate pipeline company is required to attend the public informational hearings to 
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address questions and concerns of members of the public.  Id.  Thereafter, the 

Massachusetts Siting Board is required through its intervention to present to the 

Commission the "difficulties and problems" with regard to environmental issues 

identified at the public informational hearings.  980 CMR § 7.07(9)(b).   

6. The responsibility of the Massachusetts Siting Board to preserve the rights of the citizens 

of the Commonwealth exists whenever an interstate natural gas company plans to 

construct facilities in Massachusetts.  In its application, Algonquin seeks, among other 

things, approval to construct a compressor station in the Massachusetts Town of 

Weymouth.  Therefore, consistent with its statutory mandate, the Massachusetts Siting 

Board is interested in the potential impacts, environmental and otherwise, of the facilities 

and activities proposed in the application.  The Massachusetts Siting Board is also 

interested in having the Commission take into consideration these impacts in determining 

whether to issue a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity. 

7. Based on the foregoing, the Massachusetts Siting Board respectfully requests the 

Commission to allow it to intervene in this Certificate Proceeding with full rights 

attendant to that status, with respect to the Applicants’ application filed on October 22, 

2015.  The Massachusetts Siting Board asserts that its participation in this proceeding is 

in the public interest as required by FERC Rule 214, as codified at 18 C.F.R.  
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385.214(b)(iii).  The Massachusetts Siting Board further asserts that the interests it  

 represents are unique and cannot be represented adequately by any other party. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

MASSACHUSETTS ENERGY FACILITIES 

SITING BOARD 

 

 

 

By:  /s/ Robert J. Shea_______ 

     Robert J. Shea, Esq. 

  

   

November 13, 2015 


